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The Semantic Meaning of titing in Yassin’s The Exchange of

.Mockery between a Man and His Past
Abstract

This study seeks to provide an approach to the title of the novel

The Exchange of Mockery between a Man and His Past by the Yemeni
writer Mahmoud Yassin . It explores its secrets, encoding, reduction,
condensation, and connotations as well as the functions that it is
intended to perform. In addition to that the study aims at revealing the
semantic relationships between the novel’s title and text, and between
the title and the subtitles (chapter titles). To achieve this, the study
adopted a semantic approach, which paid great attention to the title
because it is the first and main point that attracts the readers’ attention

.and arouses his/her curiosity to read any work of fiction

This study started with a theoretical approach that defined the title

linguistically and terminologically. The theoretical section is followed by
two sections. The first was concerned with the title and its levels, and
the second was concerned with the semantic relationships constructed
by the title, whether with chapter titles or with the text itself. The study
ended with a conclusion in which it was pointed out that the title of the
novel (The Exchange of Mockery between a Man and His Past) formed
an exciting and confusing key sentence due to the multiplicity it contains
in its first part (The Exchange of Mockery), and the limitation and
specificity it carries in its second part (Between a Man and His Past), in
addition to the relationships it built with the titles of the chapters and
with the text itself. Thus, it becomes obvious that the (Exchange of

Mockery) is the title of a novel that lists the chapters of mockery in an
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imaginative autobiographical vision. The book forms a narrative plan that
aimed at reactivating the memory in the present narrative, and in this
way the exchange of mockery paralleled narratively, between situations,
events, and memories from a man’s past, and the ones related to the
reality in which he lives. This parallelism between past memory, and the
lived reality of the same character creates mutual mockery which is

.sarcastic, critical, painful, and funny

.Keywords: title, semantic meaning, exchange, mockery, the past
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