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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the historical significance of
Algeciras in Andalusia and its outstanding contributions to Islamic
jurisprudence, Arabic language studies, and literary sciences. Algeciras,
located in the far south of Andalusia, occupies a strategic geographical
position that made it a pivotal point in the Islamic conquests. The
conquest of Algeciras took place over several stages, initiated by
exploratory campaigns led by Tarif ibn Malik and Tariq ibn Ziyad. This
was followed by the settlement of Muslims in the city and the
appointment of Abdul-Malik ibn Abi Amir as its first governor,
establishing it as a key military and trade base. The study also
examines the scientific role of Algeciras, which became home to
prominent scholars who significantly contributed to the development of
jurisprudential and linguistic sciences. Notable scholars include Abu al-
Hasan Ali ibn Yahya ibn al-Qasim al-Sanhaji, an eminent jurist and
judge, and Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Abi Bakr al-Sanhaji al-
Qala’i, known for his expertise in Arabic language and literature. The
research also explores the contributions of poets and literary figures,
such as Abbas ibn Nasih al-Thagafi, who enriched Andalusian literary
life and helped preserve its cultural heritage. Through an analysis of the
evolution of jurisprudence, linguistic, and literary sciences in Algeciras,
this study seeks to highlight the city’s status as a leading intellectual
center in Andalusia. Algeciras served as a crucial hub for the
dissemination of knowledge across Andalusia and beyond. The study
concludes that Algeciras was not merely a strategic location but a
cultural center for scientific and intellectual endeavors, exemplifying the
integration of geographical significance with scholarly achievements in

Islamic civilization.
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